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encirclement from the south. Only now did Napoleon fathom Kutuzov 's
tactics. He decided to abandon Moscow at once.

Napoleon began his retreat from Moscow at 7 o'clock in the morn-
iag of October 6 (18). At his orders an attempt was made to blow up
the Kremlin. One of the towers and a section of the Kremlin wall
were destroyed. The destruction was not-as great as Napoleon had in-
tended because rain wet the fuses of the mines that had been planted.

Napoleon decided to break through to the Ukraine via Kaluga,
where the Russian army had food stores. But Kutuzov outflanked him
and blocked his path.

A decisive action was fought at' Maloyaroslavets, which changed
hands many times and where the French were thoroughly worsted.
Napoleon turned oiF.on the Smolensk road. The French army passed
through devastated towns and villages, burning everything that still
remained intact. Famine assumed catastrophic proportions in the army.
There was nothing to eat but horse flesh. The Smolensk highroad all
along its length was strewn with the bodies of men and horses.

The peasants waged guerilla warfare and hampered the retreat
of the French by numerous sudden attacks.

Peasant partisans in the Sychev uyezd. From an oU drawing